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Composition & Decomposition

Composition and decomposition of objects are powerful mathematical tools.
Decompositional identification of the object components allows us to reduce
the complexity of their analysis and transformations, to find more compact
ways of their representation, to explicate its internal structure.

One of the most fundamental types of composition is the Cartesian product. A
certain generalization of the Cartesian product arising within the framework of
the algebra of families of sets (Family Algebra) is known as the product of
families of sets (Family Product).

The inversion of Family Product arose in the research of colleagues when
studying the decomposition (modularization) of ontologies. In 2010, they
raised the question of the algorithmic complexity of this problem.
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Family Algebra & Family Product

Family Product of Family Algebra:

A ⊆ ℘(A),B ⊆ ℘(B) A ⋊⋉ B def
= {α ∪ β | α ∈ A ∧ β ∈ B}

A = {{}, {x}, {y}} B = {{a,b}, {a, c}, {b, c}, {a,b, c}}

A⋊⋉B = {{a,b}, {a, c}, {b, c}, {a,b, c}, {a, b, x}, {a, b, y},
{a, c, x}, {a, c, y}, {b, c, x}, {b, c, y}, {a,b, c, x},
{a, b, c, y}}

Inversion of Family Product as Factorization of Multilinear Polynomials:

ab + ac + bc + abc + abx + aby + acx + acy + bcx + bcy + abcx + abcy

= (ab + ac + bc + abc)(x + y + 1)

Pavel Emelyanov (IIS-NSU) Factorization of Polynomials PCA 2026 3 / 34



Brief Retrospective

D. Grigoriev (Notes LOMI, 1984) described the factorization of dense
polynomials given as arrays of coefficients.

Since the 1980s, efficient (non-deterministic) factorization algorithms
have been based on the Schwarz-Zippel Lemma.

In 2010, using arithmetic schemes for the representation of polynomials,
A. Shpilka and I. Volkovich (ICALP’2010) established a connection
between polynomial factorization over finite fields and polynomial identity
testing (PIT). They mentioned that for multilinear polynomials PIT is
deterministically poly-time solvable hence their factorization is also
time-solvable (it can be estimated as cubic).

In 2013, a deterministic polynomial algorithm for polynomials given in the
form of monomial lists was developed based on finding a partition of the
variable set of the original function into factor variable sets with further
projection to obtain the actual factors (Emelyanov, Ponomaryov,
PSI’2014).
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Partition of Variables

Theorem

If F without trivial factors is factorable, i.e. F = G · H, G,H ̸= 1, then for an
arbitrary x ∈ var(F ) the following holds:

(F 0
x · F ′

x)
′
y ̸= 0, if x and y belong to the same factor, which is not

factorable further;
(F 0

x · F ′
x)

′
y = 0, if x and y belong to different factors where the factor of x

is not factorable further and factorization of the factor of y (cofactor) is
possible in general.

If F is not factorable then for any pair x , y ∈ var(F ), x ̸= y, (F 0
x · F ′

x)
′
y ̸= 0

holds.

The variable x , the polynomial F 0
x · F ′

x , and the variable y are called the
sorting/classifying variable, the sorting/classifying polynomial, and the
sorted/classified variable, respectively.
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Explicit FD-Algorithm

Define ExplicitFDAlgorithm(F) returning list of factors :

1. Take an arbitrary variable x ∈var(F ).

2. Let Σseed := {x}.

3. Compute S := F 0
x · F ′

x .

4. For Each y ∈ var(F ) \ {x} Do:
If S′

y ̸= 0 , then Σseed := Σseed ∪ {y} End If.

5. End For.

6. Make projections F↓Σseed, F↓var(F )\Σseed and stop.

End Define.

A polynomial given in the form of a list of monomials can be factored in
O(n2|F |2) where n is number of variables and |F | is the list length.

Pavel Emelyanov (IIS-NSU) Factorization of Polynomials PCA 2026 6 / 34



GCD-Algorithm

Define GCDAlgorithm(F) returning list of factors :

1. Take an arbitrary variable x occurring in F .

2. G := gcd(F 0
x ,F ′

x).

3. If G = 1 Then Output F and stop. End If.

4. Output F
G .

5. F := G.

6. Go to 1.

End Define.
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Factorization Issues in Maple

The implementations of Factors()mod 2 and Gcd()mod 2 in different
versions of Maple demonstrate the complexity of the problem in practice:

Maple 10 and Maple 13 report “LINZIP/not implemented yet” for some
examples of polynomials.

Sometimes Maple 17 gets into an endless loop.

Maple 17 and Maple 2019/2020 are spending more and more time on
long series of polynomials.

So far, Maple implementations do not use parallelism and are not
thread-safe.
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PIT: How to Check AD = BC

Verifying whether (P0
x P ′

x)
′
y vanishes or not is reduced to the recursive PIT

procedure for P ′
xP0′

xy = P0
x P ′ ′

xy that can be transformed into P ′ ′
xy P00

xy = P ′ 0
xy P0 ′

xy
(Emelyanov, Ponomaryov, CASC’2018).
Let assume that for Q ∈ {A,D,B,C}, the polynomials in AD = BC, be
Q1 = Q′

z and Q2 = Q0
z .

AD = BC iff (A1z + A2)(D1z + D2) = (B1z + B2)(C1z + C2),

The equality holds iff: A1D1 = B1C1 (1)
A2D2 = B2C2 (2)

A1D2 + A2D1 = B1C2 + B2C1 (3)

With help of some transformation the last equality can be transformed into:

(A1B2 + A2B1)(A1C2 + A2C1) = 0.
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Implicit FD-Algorithm
Define ImpliciteFDAlgorithm(P) returning pair of factors:
Let CofVars := ∅.
Pick x from vars(P). //no v |P assumed
For Each Variable y ∈ vars(P) \ {x} Do

If IsEqual(P′
x,P0 ′

xy ,P0
x,P′ ′

xy) Then CofVars := CofVars ∪ {y}. End If.
End For.
Return P↓vars(P)\CofVars and P↓CofVars.

End Define.
Define IsEqual(A,D,B,C) returning Boolean:
Checking the equality of polynomials to 0.
Remove all z such that z|A or z|D or z|B or z|C.
Checking the equality of polynomials to 1.
If ∃z such that z|AD ̸≡ z|BC Then Return FALSE. End If.
If ∃z such that z ̸∈vars(AD) ∩ vars(BC) Then Return FALSE. End If.
Pick z.
If not IsEqual(A0

z,D0
z,B0

z,C0
z) Then Return FALSE. End If.

If not IsEqual(A′
z,D′

z,B′
z,C′

z) Then Return FALSE. End If.
If IsEqual(A′

z,B0
z,A0

z,B′
z) Then Return TRUE. End If.

Return IsEqual(A′
z,C0

z,A0
z,C′

z).
End Define.
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Analysis of Recurrence I

Theorem (Akra and Bazzi)

Let the recurrence

T (x) = g(x) +
k∑

i=1

λiT (ωix + hi(x)) for x ≥ C

satisfy the following conditions:
1 T (x) is appropriately defined for x < C;
2 λi > 0 and 0 < ωi < 1 are constants for all i ;
3 |g(x)| = O (xc); and

4 |hi(x)| = O
(

x
(log x)2

)
for all i .

Then

T (x) = Θ

(
xp
(

1 +

∫ x

1

g(t)
tp+1 dt

))
,

where p is determined by the characteristic equation
∑k

i=1 λiω
p
i = 1.
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Analysis of Recurrence II

We assume that polynomials are represented by alphabetically sorted lists of
bitscales corresponding to indicator vectors for the variables of monomials.
Hence, to represent a polynomial F over n variables with M monomials
|F | = nM + cM bits are required, where c is a constant overhead to maintain
the list structure. This guarantees the linear time complexity for the following
operations preserving sorting:

computing a derivative with respect to a variable;
evaluating to zero for a variable with removing the empty bitscale
representing the constant 1 if it occurs;
identity testing for polynomials derived from the original sorted
polynomial by the two previous operations.
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Analysis of Recurrence III
For IsEqual we have

1 x = |A|+ |B|+ |C|+ |D| and |Q| = |Q1|+ |Q2|.
2 ∀i , λi = 1.
3 ∀i , hi(x) = 0.
4 g(x) = O(nx). Apparently, n is quite a conservative assumption, under

recursion at least one variable is removed from the input set of variables.
5 We need to estimate ω1, ω2, ω3, ω4.

W.l.o.g., we may assume that the largest parameter is D and thus, we
can take its co-parameter A as Q. In this case, ω1, ω2, ω3, ω4 represent
the relative lengths of the parameters |A1|+ |B1|+ |C1|+ |D1|,
|A2|+ |B2|+ |C2|+ |D2|, |A|+ |B|, |A|+ |C| for the recursive calls to
IsEqual with respect to |A|+ |B|+ |C|+ |D|.
Since |A|, |B|, |C| ≤ |D|, we obtain |A|+ |B|, |A|+ |C|, |B|+ |C| ≤ 2|D|.
Then the lengths |A|+ |B| and |A|+ |C|, respectively, can be estimated as:

|A|+ |B| = x − |C| − |D| ≤ x − 0 − |A|+ |B|
2

,

hence, |A|+ |B|, |A|+ |C| ≤ 2
3 .
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Analysis of Recurrence IV

maximize


a1 + b1 + c1 + d1
a2 + b2 + c2 + d2

a + b
a + c

 subject to



a + b + c + d = 1
d1 = d2

a ≤ d , b ≤ d , c ≤ d
a + b ≤ 2

3
a + c ≤ 2

3
all nonnegative

The multicriteria linear program has the objective functions and constraints
are linear and the optimization domain is bounded, all the extreme points can
be enumerated and selected those points that give the maximum solution of
the characteristic equation. This are

ω1 =
3
4
, ω2 =

1
4
, ω3 =

1
2
, ω4 =

1
2

(∗)

Its unique real solution is p ≈ 2.226552. Hence, the algorithm’s time is
estimated

T = O(n2|F |2.226552).
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Implicit FD-Algorithm with Timeout

Define ImpliciteFDAlgorithmTO(P) returning pair of
factors:
Let CofVars := ∅.
Let Timeout := 0. //no time limit is set
Pick x from vars(P). //no v |P assumed
For Each Variable y ∈ vars(P) \ {x} Do
Try assuming Timeout.
If IsEqual(P′

x,P0 ′
xy ,P0

x,P′ ′
xy) Then CofVars := CofVars ∪ {y}. End If.

If we can calculate the initial or more precise timeout Then
Calculate Timeout.

End If.
Catch Timeout elapsed.

CofVars := CofVars ∪ {y}.
End Try.

End For.
Return P↓vars(P)\CofVars and P↓CofVars.

End Define.
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A-Algorithm: “Arithmetization” of PIT

The basic idea is to replace polynomial manipulations with arithmetic
operations with the variable’s multiplicities:

if |P ′ ′
xy ||P00

xy | ̸= |P ′ 0
xy ||P0 ′

xy | then the variables x and y belong to the same factor

(for the exact formulation some additional conditions are needed). This is a
sufficient condition approximating PIT: the equality of values does not imply
that x and y belong to different factors. The reason is that the multiplicities
can be proportional.

Problem: is it possible to find other similar easily computable characteristics
with which to replace PIT for multilinear polynomials.
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Experimental Evaluation

random polynoms
with 100 variables

statistics
summary

Maple
Gcd()mod 2

Maple
Implicit

FD-Algo

Maple
A-Algo

C++
Implicit

FD-Algo
minim. 25.86 102.08 17.61 2.96

660 samples expect. 267.59 2778.30 28.92 1120.75
with104 monoms st.dev. 262.96 5305.81 15.11 1059.67

maxim. 1334.17 25104.20 130.88 3703.88
minim. 1001.54 9651.30 294.53 120.71

495 samples expect. 28416.15 24889.14 329.14 22070.28
with105 monoms st.dev. 35600.82 24127.55 24.21 25937.55

maxim. 134451.90 132323.60 398.59 82027.53

Table: Statistics for Maple and ZDD-based C++ versions.
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Impact of Number of Monomials and Variables

The impact on the factorization time of the distribution of the number of
monomials and variables by factors (100 variables and 104 monomials)
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Decomposition of Hypergraphs

A={{x ,y},{y ,z},{x ,z}} B={{a,b,c,e},{b,d ,e,f}}={{b,e}}⋊⋉{{a,c},{d ,f}}

A⋊⋉B = {{a,b, c,e, x , y}, {a,b, c, e, y , z}, {a, b, c,e, x , z},
{b, d , e, f , x , y}, {b,d , e, f , y , z}, {b, d , e, f , x , z}}

x

y

z

=⋊⋉

a b c

d e f x

y

z

a

b

c

d

e

f
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Simple Voting Games: Committees/Representatives

Basil Peter Mary Nick Tim Gary Ann
Finance 1 1 0 0 1 0 1
Defence 0 0 1 1 0 1 1
Transport 0 1 1 0 0 1 0
Culture 0 1 1 0 1 1 1

Education 1 0 0 1 0 0 1
Science 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

G=⟨{Committees},{Representatives},{Membership}⟩

Basil and Mary/Gary “dominate”
over all committees, i.e. they
appear in every committee.

BPTA+MNGA+PMG+PMTGA+BNA+BP = (B+MG)×(P+NA+PTA)

{{Basil},{Mary,Gary}}⋊⋉{{Peter},{Nick,Ann},{Peter,Tim,Ann}}
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Structural Reliability Theory (Birnbaum and Esary,
J.SIAM, 1965)
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Decomposition of Boolean Functions

The factorization algorithm of multilinear polynomials over F2 directly gives:

AND-decomposition method:

— ANF, pos/neg DNF, Full DNF/characteristic sets of units;

NAND/OR-decomposition method for representations that allow effective
negation:

— ANF, pos/neg CNF, Full CNF/characteristic sets of zeros;

decomposition methods for tabular representations.
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Tables as Homogenous Multilinear Polynomials
Cartesian Product in relational RDBMs is implemented in SQL by

SELECT * FROM table1 CROSS JOIN table2

A B
x y
x z

⋊⋉
C D E
x u p
y u q
z v r

=

A B C D E
x y x u p
x y y u q
x y z v r
x z x u p
x z y u q
x z z v r

zBquxAyC+yBquxAyC+yBrvxAzC+zBrvxAzC+yBpuxAxC+zBpuxAxC

= xA ·(yB + zB)·(quyC + rvzC + puxC)

— Deducing Normal Forms
— Finding functional dependencies in relations
— Splitting relations
— A generalization: inversion of SQL operator JOIN ON with equality.
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Probability of Factorization

Lemma
If a random polynomial F has M monomials defined over n variables,

P[F is ∅–undecompos.]>1−
(

1−ϕ(M)

M

)n

>1−

(
1 − 1

eγ ln lnM+ 3
ln ln M

)n

,

where ϕ and γ are Euler’s totient function and constant respectively.
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Generalization 1: Decomposition with Prescribed
∆–Defect

We want to find a polynomial D preventing disjoint decomposition for which
we know its variable set ∆ only.

F (X ,Y ) = F1(X )F2(Y ) + D(∆), ∆ ⊆ X ∪ Y , X ∩ Y = ∅,

Example:

x1x2x3y1y2+x1x2x3y2y3+x1x2x3+x1y1y2+x2y1y2+x2y2y3+x3y1y2+x3y2y3+y2y3+x2+x3 =

(x1x2x3 + x1 + x2 + x3)(y1y2 + y2y3 + 1) + (x1y2y3 + y2y3 + x1), ∆ = {x1, y2, y3}.

Note that the monomials x1y2y3 and x1 do not appear in the original
polynomial.
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Generalization 2: Decomposition with Prescribed
Shared Variables F (X ,∆,Y ) = F (X ,∆) · H(∆,Y )

Let F be boolean polynomial over var(F ) = {x1, . . . , xn} and ∆ ⊆ var(F ),
|∆| = k be variables shared among factors.

Definition

F |δ = (F |x=0,x∈∆\δ)|′y,y∈δ

Each monomial
∏

xi∈δ xi , δ ⊆ ∆ including ∅ has coefficients Aδ and Bδ (all
over var(F ) \∆) in corresponding factors. These coefficients satisfy the
following system of 2k quadratic equations:

for all subsets δ ⊆ ∆
∑

∀α,β⊆δ
α∪β=δ

AαBβ = F |δ .
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Case |∆| = 2
F = xyF ′ ′

xy + xF ′ 0
xy + yF 0 ′

xy + F 00
xy

= (Ax,y xy + Axx + Ay y + A∅)(Bx,y xy + Bxx + By y + B∅)
A∅B∅ = F 00

xy
AxBx + AxB∅ + A∅Bx = F ′ 0

xy
Ay By + Ay B∅ + A∅By = F 0 ′

xy
Ax,y Bx,y +Ax,y (Bx+By +B∅)+Bx,y (Ax+Ay +A∅)+AxBy +Ay Bx =F ′ ′

xy ,

Solving the equations sequentially from the first and further and substi- tuting
the variants Aδ and Bδ obtained at the previous steps at the next step we will
have quadratic equations of the form XY+aX+bY =c, which (like diophantine
equations) are again reduced to factorization of some polynomials (we should
also maintain ∪δvar(Aδ) ∩ ∪δvar(Bδ) = ∅).

The polynomial hasno disjoint decompositionbut there exists{x}one:
x + ux + vx + uvx + ust + vst + stx + uvstx = (x + u + v + xuv)(x + st).

Neither disjoint nor single shared variable decomposition exist for the
following polynomial but two shared one exists
ytuv+stuv+suvx+yst+ysx+ytx+stx+yt+sx = (xs+yt+st)(x+y+uv)
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Decomposition of Tables with Explicit Shared Attribute

Morever here F 1
1 = F 0

1

F (U,V , x) = xF (U,V , 0) ∨ xF (U,V , 1)
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Decomposition of Tabular Functions: Ashenhurst
decomposition
The result of the composition of tabulated functions can be described in terms
of the SQL JOIN ON operator.

G

H
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Creating System of Equations
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Constructing Gröbner Basis
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Solving System and Final Decomposition

{J1 = 0, J2 = 0, J3 = 0, J4 = 1, J5 = 1, J6 = 1, J7 = 0, J8 = 0, J9 = 0,

J10 = 1, J11 = 1, J12 = 1, J13 = 1, J14 = 1, J15 = 1}

Ashenhurst decomposition: R(A,B,C,D,E ,F ) = H(G(A,B,C),D,E ,F ).
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Unessential/Low Impact Variables and
Approximating Boolean Function

u v x y F
0 0 1 0 1
0 0 1 1 0
0 1 0 1 0
0 1 1 1 0
1 0 0 1 0
1 0 1 0 0
1 0 1 1 1
1 1 1 0 0
1 1 1 1 0

Pc =
c1u0v0x1y0F1

+c2u0v0x1y1F0
+c3u0v1x0y1F0
+c4u0v1x1y1F0
+c5u1v0x0y1F0
+c6u1v0x1y0F0
+c7u1v0x1y1F1
+c8u1v1x1y0F0
+c9u1v1x1y1F0

System:
c1c3 = 0
c1c5 = 0
c3c7 = 0
c5c7 = 0

Solution:
c1 = 1, c3 = 0
c5 = 0, c7 = 1

u v y F
0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0
0 1 1 0
1 0 0 0
1 0 1 1
1 1 0 0
1 1 1 0
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Thank you

Q & A
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